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VD SKOLNIK > “#x- tothe DEP and asked for their reaction,”
yDAlDKO oo Abyad said. “The next day, we sent them
. Wharton Borough officials yesterday ..a letter requesting that they come to -y
traged-at the State De- " 'Wharton to take their own tests of the”

enital Protection * ~‘dumping grounds‘and the wells, because - } "
' 0" ;:we were afraid that the chemicals would | nd.
. e spread to ‘the wells and Rockaway.: |
't~ -three muricipal wel iver.” - R S
%" .-been found by 2 private laboratory t0 g . “who ‘explained that ‘the
. - contain tracesof toxic xylene: - 50 i ‘dumping ground is located within 100
R Afterwaxtingfor-DEP_assxstance for.“-feet of the” Rockawa River .and a |-
.more than:three months, the. borough  ; quarter-mile from Well No. 3, said the - |’
council commissioned Centurv, Labs-of ., DEP never responded to the letter. .. 5+
¥ "*Thorofare 10 conduct-:tests - on- the. T i _
_ wells;sand résults . released -Monday T R T 1
- ‘showed the solvent xylene, a-suspected .....: ‘We asked for:their help again in. }.
‘carcinogen; existed in Well No: 3. - March and’ April and.we' never heard - |
.- Borough health officer Richard from them,” Abyad continued. “Finally, _).
Konopka said the DEP was first asked in--: :on April 25, we commissioned the serv--
:February to look into the matter, “but we_ - ices of Century Labs and had the tests .

*

“never got a responsé* William Laffey of .- ‘conducted at our ownexpense.” .’ - -
DEP's Potable Water Division said tests .. - . Water department superintenderit
were conducted on all three wells Mav 7 - William Husti said Century will be taking
and that results are expected on Monday. - moretests of Well No. 3 the remainder of
o “The reason we've taken so ,long is the week, He added that the twoothgr :
that we are usgally swamped with many* wells, were not. affected by any chemi-
requests of this sort and they have to e CalS. bR T At '
“handled one at a time;” Laffey said. -~ »:Konopka said xylene is defined as a’
i e e flammable compound used as a solvent in
“ - At a council meeting last Monday, making lacquers, rubber cement and' .
Councilman George Abyad said test re- ~ ayiation fuel. He added that the chemical -
sults provided by Century revealed there - ig on the federal goverment's list of sus-
‘were 100 parts-per billion of xylene.in  pected . carcinogens '~ -“suspected of
WellNo.3. i ; - . *- causing cancer of the stomach and blad-
In‘ December, xylene and several B e T =
other. chemicals were discovered con: .- * Abyad said Well No. 3 was shut down -
-taminating the dumping grounds directly - ‘last week. It will remain closed until the
ehind the L.E. Carpenter Co.; a wallcov- " DEP's test results are in and “we know -
r and plastics manufacturer oni:Main ~more about this situation,” he added, He,
freet. ooyt o e SR said Well No. 8 is a backup well that was,
<" That initial discovery was made by - built two years ago at acost of $400,000. - -
“ the Rockaway Valley Regional Sewerage -~ "' 4If the DEP’s results show that there -
‘Authority (RVRSA), which requested the - IS xylene in the well, it may order the
test as part of a right-of-way study fora = ‘borough to close the well permanently,™.
" new sewer line it plans-fo-construct on “Abyad continted, “That will be a shame, -
Carpe‘nte‘r:progerty; < r st ey e3¢ because the borough paid so much for the
- :%On Feb. 8, we sent RVRSA’s results : R S R &
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